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Cardassian Female Detapa Council 

Biography 
The Cardassian Union is a careful 
balancing act between three 
powerful organizations. The first is 
the military, the twelve Orders 
under Central Command. They have 
dominated political discourse for 
decades, pushed forward by their 
massive personnel and by the fact 
that they have all the guns and are 
ready to shove aside anyone who 
disagrees. Most Cardassian males, 
and more than a few females, serve in the military and that loyalty runs deeply even 
if they leave the service eventually. The second major power, of course, is the 
Obsidian Order. Their power is more subtle and hidden than the military’s but it is no 
weaker. Some say that the Obsidian Order actually controls many important military 
officials through blackmail so that they can direct Central Command’s decisions on 
occasion. 

Whatever the balance between these first two, everyone agrees that the civilian 
government of the Detapa Council is the weakest of the three. For centuries it has 
been a mere puppet of the military and the Obsidian Order, bouncing between them 
as one or the other gains the upper hand in political battles. With the Dominion 
pushing everyone in the Alpha Quadrant towards war, this is a very unfortunate thing 
as the people making decisions are either generals or spymasters, neither of whom 
are known for protecting the lives of innocents when strategic gains are presented. 
Still, there are those in the Detapa Council who are determined to resist and work 
towards diplomatic arrangements rather than military alliances. 

The most skilled of these civilian envoys is Toja Pell, an unassuming young woman 
that few outside of a select circle have heard about. As an adolescent, Pell was 
recruited into the Obsidian Order where she learned valuable skills of spycraft. She 
worked to undermine Starfleet’s efforts along the border during the protracted 
conflict between the Cardassian Union and the Federation, but what she saw 
disturbed her. Eventually Toja Pell did the unthinkable: she left the Obsidian Order. 
Like everything the Order does, the circumstances of her exit are hidden away under 
several levels of secrecy. Rumor says, though, that she found some compromising 
information on the spymaster Enabran Tain. He likewise had information on her and 
so the two entered into an unspoken pact of mutually assured destruction. 
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Toja Pell went to work with the civilian government and, after winning the trust of 
key individuals, has been instrumental in diplomatic relations for the past few years. 
Though she keeps a low profile, Toja Pell has influenced the foreign policies of the 
Detapa Council as they navigate the treacherous political landscape of the Alpha 
Quadrant. The destabilizing influence of the Dominion, though, could easily prove 
more than the young woman’s network of influence is able to handle. 

 

Statistics 
Use the following statistics for a Notable or Major version of this character. The 
statistics note what changes are necessary for a Major NPC. 

TRAIT: Cardassian, Diplomat 

VALUES: 
• War Is Not Inevitable 
• The Cardassian Union Is Worth Saving 

(Major NPC) 

ATTRIBUTES 
Control 10 Daring 10 

    

Fitness 9 Insight 11 
    

Presence 12 Reason 10 

DISCIPLINES 
Command 03 Conn 01 

    

Security 02 Engineering 01 
    

Science 01 Medicine 01 
For Major NPC add +1 to Conn, Security, Engineering, 
Science, and Medicine. This increases Stress by +1. 

FOCUSES: 
• Negotiation 
• Obsidian Order Tactics 
• Cardassian History (Major NPC) 
• Politics (Major NPC) 

Stress: 11 Resistance: 1 

ATTACKS: 
For the Major NPC version, add +1A to all 
damage. 
• Unarmed Strike (Melee, 3A Knockdown, 

1H, Non-lethal) 
• Disruptor Pistol (Ranged, 5A Vicious 1, Size 

1H) 
• Escalation Disruptor Rifle (Ranged, 6A, 

Vicious 1, 2H, Accurate) 

SPECIAL ABILITIES 
• Defuse the Tension Talent (p. 137) 
• Expects Success: Whenever Pell uses the 

Direct or Assist Task to aid a subordinate, 
that Task may always Succeed at Cost. 

• Behind the Scenes: Whenever Toja Pell 
assists in a Social Conflict, the character she 
assists can reroll one d20. 

• Bargain (Major NPC Only): When 
negotiating an offer with someone during 
Social Conflict, Pell may re-roll a d20 on 
Persuade Tasks. If the Social Conflict 
involves an Extended Task, she gains the 
Progression 1 benefit when she rolls 
Challenge Dice (see STA p. 91). 

Toja Pell After the Dominion War 
If Toja Pell survives the Dominion War, she finds herself in a paradoxical situation. On the one hand, the Cardassian 
military and the Obsidian Order are broken and scattered which leaves the civilian government free to operate as it hasn’t 
been able to in centuries. On the other hand, the Cardassian military and the Obsidian Order are broken and Cardassia 
itself is in shambles. 

While others work to restore the Union’s infrastructure, Toja Pell has her work cut out for her. Other governments aren’t 
trying to curb the Cardassians any more, they want to build them up. This could easily turn into a system of patronage, 
something that Cardassians resist instinctively, so diplomats like Pell need to secure what aid they can while keeping 
foreign interests at bay. It’s a unique time in the history of Cardassia, and Toja Pell is determined that it won’t be its final 
days. 


